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MESSAGE.
To the Semite ami llnne of

li'prawntutirv of the Unitt.il S'ulis:

In coming together, fellow citizens, to
enter again upon the discharge of the du-

ties with which the people have charged
us severally, we Hud groat occasion to re-

joice in tha general prosperity of the coun-

try. We are in the enjoyment of all the
blessings of civil and religious liberty,
with unexampled. means of education,
knowledge, and improvement. Through
tho year, which is now drawing to a close,
peace lias been in our borders, and plenty
in our habitations ; and, although disease
has visited Borne few portions of our land
with distress and mortality, yet, in gene-

ral, the health of the people has been pre-
served, and we are all called upon by the
highest obligations of duty, to renew our
thanks and our devotion to our Heavenly
Parent, who has continued to vouchsafe
to us the eminent b'essings which sur-

round us, and who has so signally crown-

ed the year with his goodness. If we
find ourselves increasing beyond example
in numbers, in strength, in wealth, in
knowledge, in every thing which promotes
human and social happiness, let us ever
remember our dependence, lor all these,
on the protection and merciful dispensa-
tions of Divine Providence.

Since yourlast adjournment, Alexander
McLcod, a British subject, who was in-

dicted for the murder of an American ci-

tizen, and whose case has been tho sub-

ject of a correspondence heretofore com-

municated to you, has been acquitted by
the vcidict of an iuipaitial and intelligent
jury, and lias, under the judgment of the
court, been regularly discharged.

(J real l'ritaiu having made known to

this government that tho expedition lilted
out from Canada for the destruction of
t'.ie steamboat Caroline, in the winter of
1S37, and which resulted in the destruc-
tion of said boat, and in the death of an
American citizen, was undertaken by or-

ders emanating from the authorities of the
Dritish government in Canuda, and de-

manding the discharge of Mcl.end upon
the ground that, if engaged in that expe-

dition, lie did but fulfil tho orders of his
government, has thus been answered in
the only way in which she could be an-

swered by a government, the powers of
which are distributed among its several de-

partments by the tundniiiciitid law. Hap-

pily for the people of (Ire.it i'ritain as
well as those of tin: United States, the
only mode by which an individual, ar-

raigned for ciiiuili:d oifeiiei; before the
courts of either, can obtain bis discharge,
is by the independent action of the judi-

ciary, and by proceedings equally familiar
to tho conn; of h ah co. i, itiies.

If, in (J real !5rit ,in, a pow-

er in t w: crown to ecis: i. entered a
tr is no! Mi- cis.. Willi

f ib ' U :

lending i.i sfit"
io;v tii in iict,:,'e:.n
H'ue :i prisoner tV ni

custody without an order of the proper
tribunal directing his discharge. The pre-

cise stage of the proceedings at which sueli
order may be made is a matter of munici-

pal regulation exclusively, and not to be

complained of by any other government.
In cases of this kind, a government be-

comes politically responsible only when
its tribunals of last resort are shown to

have rendered unjust and injurious judg-

ments in matters not doubtful. To the
establishment and elucidation of this prin-

cipal no nation has lent its authority more
efficiently than Great Britain. Alexan-

der McLeod, having his option cither to

prosecute a writ of error from the decision

of the supreme court of New York, which
had been tendered upon his application
for a discharge, to the supreme court of
the United Stales, or to submit his case to
the decision of a jury, preferred tho latter,
deeming it the readiest mode of obtaining
his liberation, and the result has fully sus-

tained the wisdom of his choice. The
manner in which the issue was tried will
satisfy the English government that the
principles of justice will never fail to go-

vern the enlightened decision of an Ame-

rican tribunal. I cannot fail, however, to
suggest to congress the propriety, and, in

some degree, the necessity, of making
such provisions by law, so far as they can
constitutionally do so, for the removal, at
their commencement, and at the option of
the party, of all such cases as may here-

after arise, and which may involve the
faithful observance and execution of our
international obligations, from the state to
the federal judiciary. This government,
by our institutions, is charged with the
maintenance of peace and the preservation
of amicable relations with the nations of
the earth, and ought to possess, without
question, all the reasonable and proper
means of maintaining the one and preser-vin- g

the other. Whilst just confidence
is felt in the judiciary of the stales, yet
this government ought to be competent in

itself for tho fulfilment of tha high ditties

which have been devolved upon it, under
the organic law, by the states themselves.

In the mouth of September, a party of
armed men from Upper Canada, invaded
the territory of the United States, and for-

cibly seized upon the person of oneCro-gan- ,

and under circumstances of great
harshness, hurriedly carried him beyond
the limits of tho United States, and deli-
vered him up to the authorities of Upper
Canada. Mis immediate discharge was
ordered by those authorities, upon the
facts of the case being brought to their
knowledge; a course of procedure which
was to have been expected from a nation
witli whom we are at peace, and which
was not more due to the rights of the Uni-

ted States, than to its own regard for jus-
tice. The correspondence which passed
between tho department of state and the
I'ritish envoy, .Mr. Fox, and with the go-

vernor of Vermont, as soon as the facts
had been made known to this department,
are herewith communicated.

I regret that it is not in my power to
make known to you an equally satisfacto-
ry conclusion in the case of the Caiidiue
steamer, with the circumstances connect-
ed with the destruction of which, in De-

cember, ltf7, by an armed force lilted
out in tha province of Upper Canada, you
are already made acquainted. No such
atonement as was due for the public- wrong
done to the United States, by this inva-

sion of her territory, so wholly irreconci
lable with lur rights as an independent
powi ias vet lieeu matte In the view
taken by this government, the inquiry
whether the vessel was in the employ-
ment of those who were prosecuting an
unauthorized war against that prownec,
or w as engaged by the owner in the bu-

siness of transporting passengers to and
from Navy Island, in hopes of private
gain, which was most probably the case,
in no degree alters the real question at
issue between the two governments. Thii
government can never concede to tiny fo-

reign government the power, except in
case of the most urgent and extreme ne-

cessity, of invading its territory, either to

arrest the. persons or destroy the proper-
ty of those who may have violated the
municipal laws of such foreign govern-

ment or have disregarded their obligation.-- :

arising under lie: law of nations. The
territory of the United States must be re-

garded as sacredly .secure against all such
invasions, until they shall voluntarily ac-

knowledge their inability to acquit them-

selves of their duties to others. And in

announcing this sentiment, I do but aliirui
a priut-ipa- w hich no nation on earth
would be in lie ready to v indicate, at all
hazards, than lie 'iconic ,i:it! ".a eminent
of (Ire.it lit i a. n.

If, l:p. ill a I',. 'I inc. .on "i
Cists, ii,!.... ..;Ve if ie O ,v .i I

t.'a.-oliu.- : uov.vi, i a i . latent,
, ' .'. is? t" ) . I , a , .i.ii.M'

W.'i . . in the i.cciip.. .icy ol . .ay Isl-- .

and, t!i"u, so fo' as be v. coiua rip tl, lin-r-

cau be no claim to huh iniii'.v for the ih. -

striiciion of his boat, which this govern-

ment would feel itself bound to prosecute
since he would have acted not only m

derogation of the rights of (Jreat Britain,
b it in clear violation of the laws of the
United States ; but that is a question
which, however settled, in no manner in-

volves the higher consideration of the vi-

olation of territorial sovereignty and juris-

diction. To recognise it as an admissi-
ble practice, that each government, in its
turn, upon any sudden and unauthorized
outbreak, which, on a frontier whose ex-

tent renders it impossible for either to
have an efficient force on every mile of it,
and which outbreak, therefore, neither
may bo able to suppress in a day, may.
take vengeance in its own hands, and,
without even a remonstrance, and in thfc

absence of any pressing or overruling ne-

cessity, may invade the territory of the
other, would inevitably lead to re-

sults equally to be deplored by both.
When border collisions come to receive
the sanction, or to be made on the autho-

rity, of either government, general war
must be tho inevitable result. While it

is tho ardent desire of the United States
to cultivate the relalions of peace with all

nations, and to fulfil all the duties of good
neighborhood towards those who possess
territories adjoining their own, that very
desire would lead them to deny the right
of any foreign power to invade their boun-

dary with an armed force. The corre-

spondence between the two governments
on this subject will, at a future day of
your session, bo submitted lo your consi-

deration, and, in the mean time, I cannot
but indulge the lume that the British

will seo the propriety of
as a rule of future action, the

precedent which has been set them in the
affair at Schlosscr.

I herewith transmit the correspondence
which has recently taken place between
tho American minister at the court nf St.
James, Mr. Stevenson, and the minister of
foreign affairs of that government, on the
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right claimed by that uovernment to visit
and detain essels sailing under the Ame-
rican (lag, and engaged in prosecuting
lawful commerce in the African seas. Our
commercial interests in that region have
experienced considerable increase, and
have become an object of much import-
ance ; and it is the duty id' this govern-
ment to protect them agaiut all improper
and vexations interruption. Ilnwt-vc- de-

sirous the United States may be for the
suppression of the slave trade, they can-

not consent to interpolations into the Mu-

rine code, at the mere will and pleasure
of other governments.

Wo deny the right of any such inter-

polation to any one, or all the nations of
the earth, without our consent. We i hum
to have a voice in all amendments or alter-

ations of that code ; and when we are ;;i- -

ven to understand, as in this instance, by
a foreign government, that its treaties with
other nations cannot be executed without
the establishment and enforcement of new
piiuciples of maritime police, to be ap-

plied without our consent, wo must em-

ploy language neither of equivocal import
or susceptible of misconstruction. Ame-

rican citizens, proseeuliong a lawful com-

merce in the African seas, under the ilag
of their country, are not responsible for
the abuse or unlawful use el' tint flag
by others ; nor can they rightfully, on
account of such alleged abuse., be iuter- -

ruptei!, lao.c-tcd- or detained win.c on the
....i i i t ii.- iocean ; au-- i, inn., inoiesteo ami net ansa,

while pursuing honest voyages in the u ual a.i.l was d.d stiie. i

anil, violating no law them elves, they jtlie I'm'..- Sp.p.-s- '1'!

are unquestionably entitled to indemnity.
This jroverinnciit has manifested its re

puguanee tO lliL in a manner
which cannot be iiiisuu.lciv.oo ! l!y its
fuud.iiiieut.d law, it prescribed imi'.s in

point time to i.s continuance, ami
riTainst its own citizens, who mp'ht so

fi t the rights of humanity ;.s to eug.ptc
a that wicked trathe, it bashing b

its municipal laws, denounced the liiosi
1

Many of the its
L tiion i.a.i lila. tippe.tU

to the c.vil. world 1 r f.s supp r.ssi.i.i,
long bef.l. o lit r. a sense m o thcr na- -

lions ha 1 nte I'ci.e.i pv aiiii: i.ii' iti- -

ties of the Iraki la ther this govern-- v

incut should no cut. r into treaties
tainiiig i..;,t'.;.d s upon thii sub-- n

IC-l- ti for its uiiV.tire
lion. Certain it is, tlitit if the ri',ht to i.e-tai- u

American siiips on the hi;;h se ,s can
be justified on the pie :i ol :i .s.-i- iy lor
such detention arh-n- i i xiitel'.ee
ol s bet oil. the uaec a .ft eu

plea m.,y be cx'cmb d ed by t:.e
lie-,-.- ; . i : i t i s o:' m : r to tt hich

i inti .a m..y ip a
i

v .

rill r. 't I i

in a i'l I' .si

lt Ir.a.i t'. o u och j

A inerican f.tofirc
been, or o

Ihe ex.

nil.

lav; : !

liiill -. te ' ' s ... 1 ,;. ; 10

wiil ciiusii'aill b. r to in I'etl

anv wronj', or loss, which any American
ciiizcn. eiieaeeil in Pie pro. ecuiion ol law-

ful commerce, may have experienced ;.t

ihe hand of her cruizers, or other U.llllC

authorities. This government, at tin line
lime, will relax no effort to prevent its
citizens, if there be any disposed, from
prosecuting a traffic so revolting to the
feelings of humanity. It seeks to do no

moi o than to protect the fair and honest
trader from molestation and injury ; but
w hile the enterprising iipuiii'T, engaged
in the pursuit of an honorable trade, is en-

titled to its protection, it will visit with
condign punishment others of an opposite
character.

I invite your attention to existing laws
for the suppression of the African slave
trade, and recommend alt such alterations
as may give to them greater force and ef-

ficacy. That the American Ilag is gross-

ly abused by the abandoned and proiligate
of other nations, is but too probable.
Congress has, not long since, li.nl this
subject under its consideration, and its
importance well justifies n r,e wed and
anxious attention.

I also communicate herewith the copy
of a correspondence between Mr. Steven-
son and Lord I'almerstoi., upon tho sub-

ject so interesting to several of the south-

ern states, of the rice duties, which resul-

ted honorably lo the jus'ie,; of Cnat Bri-

tain, and advantageously to the U. States.
At the opening of the last autiu.d ses-

sion, the prc.-idcu- t informed congress of
the progress which bad been made in ne-

gotiating a convention between this go-

vernment :i;ul thai of landand, with a

view to the final settlement of the question
of the boundary between the territorial li-

mits of the two countries. I regret to

say that lillle advancement of the subject
lias been accomplished since lust year ;

but this is owing lo circumstances no way
indicative of anv abatement of tie.' devre
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of both parties to hasten the negotiation
to its conclusion, and to settle the question
in dispute as early as possible. In the
course of the session, it is my hope to be
able to announce some further degree of
progress towards the accomplishment of
this highly desirable end.

The commission appointed by this go-

vernment for the exploration and survey
of lite line of boundary sepcrating the
states of Maine and New Hampshire from an
the conterniinious British provinces is, it
is believed, about to close its field labors,
and is expected soon to report the results
uf its examinations to the department of
slate. The report, when received, will
be l.ii I !u lore congress.

The f 1. arc on the part of Spain to pav
viith punctuality the interest due under
the eo:i'.v.:ioii of 1 1 , for the settlement
of claim U i ween the two countries, has iti
ma Ie i; tin ihsiv of the executive to call
the particular attention of that government in
to the subject. A disposition has been
up'.nii'est nl bv it, which is red to be
eiittreiv sincere, to lullil its obligations in he
his re;i l, as soon as its internal condi-- 1

linn and the state of its finances w ill per-- 1

III l L. A i arrangement is in progiv
Irom the result of which it is trusted that aim
those of our citizen.-- who have claims tin- -

,r i.:e convention, vp: IP) i!;sta:t;
ay, receive the stipid.iU lii' iii i

treat v ol commerce ; lla'. I:: at. on And

wiia ! h;isiii was eoni !;,! .mil spJlicil
. , .

at vt as.'nitePin, on t
. i

iv b, -- S'l, the
n tii Msr.;.' oi'

l;e. it ' v. as rati-- . cd
lic! by i majesty, but ual not

ii e the Uppi'o.iatioll ul I. it! P, 'i. in
ci aiui.ers within the liinite 1 tune liv us
ti 1'il! ail'. i. is thcreiore become void,

Tills n. irreiice assume the "raw r as- -

peel from the civi.-ider- n that, in 16X1,
a treaty i pili .ted between tin: lu p.--j iis

w i nnu n and r.itiiii '1 mi the part of the
United States, failed to be r.,'it'.,.l on the I

part ol 1 tgiii.n. i !;. ri ol
that goverutiicut, at ';;shi:,:;',e;i, ii.i'i,r:ns i.

t!.i: itep:.-.-u-
i at ol stat" that he has icon lo

instructed to ivc .nations of t'e cau- - j

ses w .il ,! occa-- i i:n ,1 i!ei;.y pi lli "ii ro-- , acts
val of the late treaty by tin; by latun ol
and to express tha ic - ret ol the ,t

'I
ii

the oce.tireni e.
11:'.: joint conua'. ...ion under the ei.ii-- i the

ven'.ion w ith Texas, to a the true
Ijouinbii y between lite two count: ies, has
eoiieliiii. .1 i;:i l..:.,n-s- . but ihe hied rejiort IT,
ol lac ct r.imis.ti...! of :h It
it"! be. n n.-vi- e.l. 1; i ii :;, ton, I. p. ,V- - !

eVi .', tin! ike meridian tracc I by
its.' c e ; ; n, Ii 's - iiiiewh.it father v

eas! llia-- Misi i ii I. illicit,) eeiier.ill y

a an.! 'IISI lei Hie. mles
in Ti x..
had

ie o: ''I the territory wl l, ii.;;,

her I .'
','e n coio-id- ci t :. 1 the

Ii, ' I'l I 0,1 'ti.'. ili.
i

til as
I'iie U I St :'! s cu. .mil I. lit lak the

ep iii'er. i.l U I. alee r files !o ibis
V '.up; but ToW Piif li ihe. Settled

lilrijiatl V iy euip'rant- - Iroiii , i United
lies, we llttVe the happiue. to know ccs,
a tk P.i.l lOii of liberty are

I e o t ) loll under wise in-- j

siiiuiioi": am; w no HlIS lav, and diva,
lkro;p.'h its exiunpl another ev uce is Dili

t.) be iit'l'ortlcd ( f tl capacilv of
itistip.ipon.-- to advance tlia prosperity,
hiippiness, ami permanent glory of the this
human r ice. The great truth, that gov Tin!
ernment was made for the people, and not as
the people for the govcriimeni, has alrea-
dy
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been established in the practic ; and by
the example of the United States; and for,
we cm da no other than contemplate its
further exomplication, by a sister repub-
lic, with tie: deepest interest.

Our relation with the independent
slates of this I icinisphere, formerly under ed.
the dominion of pain, have not under-iiaug- e to

gone any material within the past
year. The iucr ant saipMiiiiary con by
llicts in or between those countries, are
Id be greatly deplored, as necessarily
ten bti r to ibs.ibi,: iheui fro, a that
their duties as members of the ommniii-- '
tv ot nua 1:1s, .i ii ii a, , lkc ill sllllV tc
vv

.1 li .' poMtlOU ;;' I p..!;iial n oi.recs
of many of thciu mi .t leiel tl .in justly tlU

to antic i.ilc, a; co. a. oiy L'iviti ;! occ.i- - pay
sion, a, so, (ilia or in. aia ctlv, lor coiu- -

ph. kits on the i.irt of our citizens w bo

resort ibith' t lor th. purpose of commer-
cial intercourse, and as ictarding the re-

partition of wron-'- already committed,
soui'.' id' which are bv po means of rct-eu- !

d.upp

The fiibir': of the cmp'res-- ol' Ueuudor
to iedd .ie;.-hi- at ih,; p;.i appointed the
I ir tint e, In .I.i, oi u y J.. !, w ill

probably reek r cboitivs: a tic.ey of co:n-lil'T- t

e with lb 1: republic whic't was sp'u-c- d cat
at l lito, on the Ul.ii oi'.Iuti ', ' K w!

and bad been duly ratiiie I u,i our part, id
bul which required the approbation, of
that body, prim to its ratification by the
1 Iciiadoriaii executive.

A convention which has been conclud-
ed with llie republic of lVrti, prov i bug
for the settlement of certain claims of the
citizrtH of th'j United State) upon iln

government of that republic, will be duly
submitted to the senate.

The claims of our citizens against
government, originating from

captures and other causes, are still unsa-
tisfied. The United States have, howe-
ver, so uniformly shown a disposition to
cultivate relations of amity with that em-

pire, that it is hoped the unequivocal to-

kens of the same spirit towards us, which
adjustment of the affairs referred to

would afford, will be given without fa-
ther avoidable delay.

The war with the Indian tribes on the
peninsula of Florida lias, durint: the last
summer and fall, been prosecuted with
untiling activity and zeal. A summer
campaign was resolved upon as the best
mode of briii-ju- g it to a clo.-e-. Oar brave
officers and men who have been cmracd

that service, have suffered trials and
privations, am exhibited tin em-ru- which

any other war would liiiii: v, on fa
them unfading laurels.

In despite of tie- sickness in. blent to
climate, thev I iavi! penctraii'i! toe n

fastnesses of the Indian"--, broken ut their
encampments, and harassed lhern imceus- - (tp

inipy. Auiiiocr. have been ( apiurc act
sun greater nuiioers nave Mirreiiiter-ctl- ,

and have been transported to join
their lirclhr. n on the lands 1 1, ew h-- iv

lioip'ii to t: tin bv the cm a iiiiiieiit. of
a strong Pope is entertained that,

muter tie! cotiitiiet 11. .; t'.'aii.nit ii, In- r at
bead ef the p,.. in 1 Ion ii. that

inn,!-!- . and C.V l '. e V. a r i!

to a spi i d v tr; !..;. tl. i;

other InJ l..!l tl'ISr are cpb i. re.
blessiiP'S ol pi. a,,;.

( hir duly, ;is w a 11 our nest ii.icr
prompts us to i.li-- , r e. 111 all ilit-- ci.iir. e '".

i'uiI'.iIiul;- nt;r en-- 1 w he.im
the ti.-- ill i i. tel pi P.a ,

ell as the co ml exercise of act j i f
hem. wiciice iii.i t...i:n -- s. 1 best! are

urea! I. is',;- :; ei'. lii.'.aiiou, ;;a
tbroii:;h tin: u-- . lb. ni i.hoii' can the
ana red child o-- nel induce.

li-- t. n to p as!, ii..'- -.

Tlic seer, tary f tc, eu v hum the
in coiijic.-- s i.av e t.e , eu the ih.tv
roe o i ;! t .. p;.,ct ..- - : !.e ti.krh,:

tin! i,,i eon- ii i r euiiiui r.it oil of the
i'.'0-.l- o!' the I nip ,1 Stales, will report t i

two lunts.-- tl II' l's:- lilt Wt.ik.
Tin; ci.tnueration i I i is. iii i baa la i n

complclcd, an.l e.vl.l ! a t'l't.tai total of
lit','.), lot! ; luak;.": .:i iucri . e tc. i r

1 e.iil i ,'Jt. .',(; Hi iuhalu-p.i- n

lltl S tl.t iW ii; ; in a ratio ex-f- .r

ccciiing J.. pv r e. tl.t: .st ten
ears.

l'lVin the report o

treasury, von will t: ii. oil ol i,,e con-Th- e

in it llie litit.tit-e..- balance in

in a' ttry on ike first of unary b.si,
st.,; in llie report ol tu LC.ciiii'v o!

tr, ry, s Jllii'.P'o tO COIlL'IV at tin.-Th-

e.vlra session, was i: u:j.
receipts into ll c tfe cany dining tl e first
three quarters of thii year, from all sour- -

nniotuit to .Si'J.H'iT.o.VJ 71. The
cstiiuated reeeijits for tlei fourth quarter
aiiviuut to 8t!, V) CI, O'.C) ."), auiountiiig to
;!', 1 10, li7 77, ttid making, with the

tec in lb ti usury on the fast of;
.1, M). The cx- -

penditures for the lirst three quarters of
year amount t :'.' I,';:t 1,!! l;i U7.

exp lures La- - the fourth ituart'T,
cstiiuated, will amount to 87, vbi),7'r;:J
; thus making a total of ;:jJ,(l!.",07i) --

70, ami leaving a deficit to be prov ided
on the first of January next, of about

(W7,5fj7 IH.
Of tho loan of I J.OOo.nOi), which was

authorized by .con-'res-.- at its lata session,
only .';.), 132, 7'2'i bS have been negotiat

The .shortness of time w hich it lin-

run has presented no inconsiileraliic
impediment in tin: wav ol its tienr' tal;en

capitalists at I ionic, w liibj tlit sum
cause would have operated w ith HI .el,

L'rtater force in ihe for; ign mark--:- I'm
rc.'aa.iii the furei ':i market hi, i no!

been rcsorto I 10; it is now s 1! 10:

Whether I I VV 1...1 b: ad'.-;-;'.-

a,l the law b-- ' vv , t :

tlstio of ..l a la a.. 1.

I a Is' IP ay, 1.1 any v

that couji III IV ni the - usJ" lo

I'cvi '! lb;! e.i- - la. t'of lb, ill;

t s iy, t .t. J pel ;j.u.: 1:1,

thai 1. lost tltli "I .;...!, in tl ..te

Cieilisils Woi.b Mtl ) be he wis.. .!.

'l'iif: guvi-rii'ii- i:t, i.a r vt bleb it is hi r

hipp-iues- to bv-'- (,,,v its ei.-;-, to

spi: it of coliipi .ti.,
.caoii ' its train .1.

ut opinl ills eo .1 ol.l .re 1'ia ,1 re,-

'I ny ttij ,la s,;,! ni" 'a 1...

i i prompted ceecii ..it. a , :.;i u
in hariii'iiiv . la lb ' - plfit

is,, a ,1 i c.'eiiiMj.iiy
led. was ado!'h il ihe m el' I

While llie poo; e of 1.0 portion ol"

union will ever hesr..itr to jiay
sary taxes fn" th; support ol goveinia ut,

yet an innate rcpii.-.'n.mci- est-t.- i !

imp1" pp'ti ( I..,,. is not rea.iv pec
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ry for that object. In imposing duties,
however, for the purpose of revenue, a
right to discriminate as to the articles on
which the ditties shall be laid, as we'd as
the amount, necessarily and most proper-
ly exists. Otherwise the government
would be placed in the condition of hav-

ing to levy the same duties upon all arti-
cles, the productive as well as the unpro-
ductive. The slightest duty upon some
may have tho effect of causing their im-

portation to cease, whereas others enter-
ing extensively into the consumption of
the country, might bear the heaviest,
without any sensible diminution in the
amount imported.

So also the government may be justi-
fied in so dUcriminating, by reference to
oilier considerations of domestic policy
connected with our manufactures. So
Ion;: as the duties lie 1 tid with dis-

tinct re fere; ice to the wants of the treasu-
ry, no well founded objected can exist

'lint-- thcui. It Plight be esteemed de-fab- le

that no such ci mentation ol ihu
lou'.d take ! ice ;:s wotiiil nave

ei'.Vcl of annulling the haul proceeds
- ntttoii act of the last session, which

is declared to be inoperative the mo-

ment the duties are increased beyond
twenty p-- cent, the maximum rate es-

tablished bv the compromise act. Some
the 'ir.n ions of the compromise act.

whii ii wiil ; into effect on the COlh dav
ne next, may, however, be found
tlle. lv iii.Mtr.er.ient in practice, un-..- y

vi .p.Ia'.iops that congress may
1 : t'. r m.iv pat ticulatiy to that

.: ::s !.; the li. tits valuation. A dill'cr-i'- .i

!et:ce valae of the same articles to some
C,!( :, ,'! necessarily exist at dul'ercut

; that is altogether insignificant
.it .red with the conllicts in val- -

iia'.ioi which are likely to arise from the
h.:' lene, s of opinion among ihe nuuier-wii- s

apprai.-,e..- of merchandise.
In li.any s the estimates of val-

ue must be conjectural, ami thus as many
linicK nt rates of value may be establish-
ed as tin iv are appraisers. These differ-

ences in v,.bi,t'.ioii may also be increased
by lit.: i.ii liitatioii which, without the
.i:;!i!et imputation on liuir honesty,

in-.- tri'v on ihe part of the appraisers in
i'.M.,r of their respective ports of entry.
1 recommend this whole subject to ihe
ct.l'.'-i- atiou of congress, wilhasinglo
., tit'iial reinark. Certainly and pcr--

iii.it.eiicy in any system of governmental
policy, are in ail respecta eminently de-

sirable ; but more particularly is this true
in ;il! that refects trade ami commerce, the
opt ration'; cf which depend much more on
the cert. in!y of their return, and calcula-

tions, which embrace distant periods of
time, than on high bounties or duties,
which arc liable to constant lluctuatioiis.

At your bile seasiou 1 invited your
to the condition of the currency

and exchanges, and urged the necessity
of adopting such measures as were con-

sistent w ith the constitutional competency
of the government, in order to correct the
uiisouiuliii-s- s of llie one, and, as far r,s

practicable, the inequalities of the other,'
No country can he in the enjoyment of its
lull measure cf iro.-;ieiii- v, without the

iniNiinaling lo uniformity cf value;
What is necessary, as between the differ-

ent nations of the earth, is also important
as between ihe inhabitants of different
pails of the same country. With the
last, the precious inclaU constitute the
chief medium of circulation, and such al-

so would bo the case as to the last but for
inventions, comparatively modern, which
have furnished, in place of gold and sil-

ver, u paper ciiculatioii. I do not pro- -

ose to i nter iulo a comparative analysis
of tie,! mail ot the two systems. Such
be!o,iLretl more properly lo the period of
the introduction of the paper system.

t, ., 'dilative philosopher might find
.iCeilli t ) prosecuic the inquiry,

re -- car s could only lead him lo

ihu tke pap r sy.-tci- n had prob- -

or have betn introduced,
' n:i:.bt hav e In en much

.11 it. The practical statcs- -

iv r it. tier, tit ta k it) perioral.
) 1 at tilings

-.

as tuey are to

niigt .s he finds tin in to supply,
il l. .c if It s, and to prune excesses as f.r
,s i.i !, iia i. The tak of btriiishiiig .1

eitiiv ve 1' r der.i.igi meats of the papir
lilC.llti, vti.ii us is inexpressibly
:;re.i'.. I'k pow er exeritd by t!ie states
'0 eh ., k niref iiistaution-i- , and w hich
b.tVC t en e v I to a great excess, has
,lle .'ry with, in most of iho
I I'e , li .'.a ma' papi r medium, is

t t 11 Vi .1 v 1 r othc

'Ik e. a.ea i f exehnnzj
., ps ; I,.. , ,1 , it ti ib, icri iit parts vt

I, eoiaitiy, furnish an index, ofihovaliio
ifihe loc.tl M.bhtiiute for gold and silver,

hich is in many pari) so'l.ir depreciated
is r.i.; to be received, except at a large
diicouat, in payment of debts or in the
piiivb.a-e- i f pioduce. It couM ctimeslly
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